1 

2 
3 



Appl. No. 09/669,042 

Amdt. Dated May 12, 2006 

Reply to Office action of December 14, 2006 

This listing of claims will repiace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (canceled) . 

2 (previously presented) The device as in claim 8. 10 or 
U, characterized in that, over its length, the channel 
features varying cross-sectional dimensions or shapes. 



1 3 (currently amended) The device as in claim 8. or 11, 

2 characterized in that a matching stub "serving , or ^ 

3 
4 
5 

6 member . 



characterized in that a 

tuning of the acoustic transmission properties between the 
coupling opening and the input extends into sard 

channel and is itself bounded by the material of the shell 



1 

2 
3 
4 



4 (previously presented) The device as in one of the 
claims 8, or 11, characterized in that, over at least a 
substantial segment of its length, the channel extends 
essentially parallel to the outer surface of the 



- 5 (previously presented) The device as in one of the 

" j r-, rhat- the device is a custom- 

2 claims 8, or 11, characterized in that the de 

3 moulded hearing aid. 
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2 
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6 (previously presented) The device as in one of claxms 
8 or 11, characterized in that the device is a custom- 
moulded, in-the-ear hearing aid and that the channel » part 



4 of a venting system for the ear drum. 



, (previously presented) The device as in one of the 
claims 8, or 11, further comprising another channel, 



1 7. 

2 
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- i Past certain segments of said 
characterized in that at least 
channels extend in parallel fashion. 

^rn A hearing device comprising an 
8 . Currently a-- ^ 7 with 9 an aooustical input fceing 

— icai/eiectr n c ;::::r C o . p^.* — t 

linked „--- r£ace q£ said devlce adapted to - 
exclusively at an outs ^ sald hearing 

exposed to anient »hen an ^ £orming said 

device, said device having a £rom 3ai d 

outer surface and definin. an ™~ d in and along 
ohannel. said channel compr.s^ ^^^^ 
said sne ll me*er "f^f^^^IIalS^ 
^ being formed in the material 
9 . (canceled) - 

. ^ a hearing device comprising: 
(previously presented) A hearing ^ ^ ^ 

nart shell member forming at least a P 
3 ° nB 2 « tface o £ said device, said shell member 

^ni. an interior spaced dev.ce . ^ 

said interior space ^i 
substantial segment of«. 9 ^ 
running essentially parallel 

at le ;:: o ne c£ an .ca^i-i/.!.^ ««««« ^ an 

at lease u ^ nnver ter including an 

..ectrical/acoust.cal convert 

rustical P s ; ally P link ed to a coupling 

sai d ^ut or^utpu r ^ ^ path 

opening via i" 1 - 1 -" 
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Appl. No. 09/669,042 

from said input or output to said coupling opening 
exclusively at an outer surface of sard ™ 
adapted to be exposed to anient or an ear canal of 
aaap . , heariM device but not 

an individual wearing said hearxng 

both, and further wherein 
said channel is tuned to have specific acoustxcal 
23 characteristics . 

* *\ a hearina device comprising: 
(currently amended) A "earing ^ ^ 

a one-part shell member forming at least 

outer surface of said device, said shell member 
defining an interior space of said device, said 
I 11 member forming a channel out of 
of said shell member, said channel being formed in 
aL along said shell member a^ub^a^t^ 

surfac^^L^^ ^ bein 9 

said interior space; 
an electrical/acoustical converter including an 

acoustical output, wherein 
an acu tic path is formed from said output to a coupling 
opening entirely in said shell member using sa d 
channel, thereby said output is acoustic 
to said coupling opening via said channel along 
least some portion of said acoustic path. 

The hearing device of claim 
12 (previously presented) The near a 

individual wearing said hearing device. 
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Amdt. Dated May 12, 2006 

Reply to Office action of December 14, 2006 

• Q i„ presented) The hearing device of claim 
13 (previously presenteuj , 

out put and also directly linked to said channel. 

14 . (currently amended. The hearing device o£ claims 
herein an acoustic P ath is ^ ^ said 
sa id coupling opening entirely i sai - ^ ^ ^ 

I-Ing nil: r -Channel along at least so. portion 
of said acoustic path. 

The hearing device of claim 8, 
15 (previously presented) The neari y 

— —-^1^111: and 
directly, or via a conduit directly 

4 directly linked to said channel. 

16 ,ne„, an outside-the-ear hearing device comprising: 
an o 0PlLty having an outer surface at least partially 
formed by a one-piece otoplasty shell formed or a 
Lterial and defining an inner space and an acoustic 
opening in said outer surface; and 
an electrical/acoustical transducer having an acoust c 
output coupled to said opening via -acoustically 
sealed acoustic lead comprised of said material 
integrated at least partially within said shell 
therein said acoustic lead runs as a channel along 
the shell and is bound by said material of said 
shell . 

17 . ,ne., The device of claim 16. wherein said channel 
_ h as a cress-sectional area or shape that varies along the 
3 length of said channel. 
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, 18 . (new, The device of claim 17, further comprising a 

2 lin e «Uo„ at least partial, ---.id ferial ^ 
3 



4 



1 -i -n^ qPCtlOn dl J_Ccio l- j^^- - 1 

h v n a, openin g connected to said channel, .aid line s™ 
for adapting acoustic transmission condition, between sa.d 



5 acoustic output and said opening 



, 19 (new) The device of claim 16, further comprising a 

lin e section at least partial!, ^ 
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■ : n an openin, — t o .aid -annex, said line sect.on 
L adapts acoustic transmission conditions -ween sa.d 
5 acoustic output and said opening. 

1 • 20 . (new) An out side -the -ear hearing device coding: 

an otoplasty having an outer surface at least partly 
formed by a one-piece otoplasty shell formed of 
ma terial and defining an inner space and an acoust.c 
opening in said outer surface; and 
an electrical/acoustical transducer, having an acoustic 
output directly coupled to said opening via an 
acoustically sealed acoustic lead, wherein 
said acoustic lead runs as a channel along the she! and 
is at least partially bound in said material of saxd 
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